[image: image1.jpg]












[image: image2.png]


       The Circle News

   First Presbyterian Church of El Cajon -- Founded in 1883





                  500 Farragut Circle, El Cajon, CA 92020 – (619) 442-2583



                            ______________________________________________________   
Renewal of the Heart

What are you looking forward to this New Year?  Some of us are looking forward to a brighter economic picture for the country, ourselves and the world. Some of us are looking forward to retirement—in fact we are counting the days. Some are looking forward to a long awaited vacation to far off places. Others are looking at next year with fear because of operations that are needed, taxes that need to be paid and another year of being alone. How we look at the coming year is often how we enter it. Even if good things happen to us sometimes we can’t see it because our pessimistic outlook blurs the goodness in these events. So what are you looking forward to this New Year?


I am looking forward to engaging a pattern of life that deepens a sense of renewal—renewal of the heart. As many of you know I applied for a Lilly Grant which would have provided me the time and money to develop a “spiritual renewal” model that I wanted to integrate into our church community. Even though the grant was denied, my dream to deepen my experience and understand God’s renewal continues. I plan to enter this new life through what I call the Five R’s—reading, reflection, relaxing, recreation and romance. 


Reading and Reflection:  Reading is an obsession of mine. But not all my reading turns itself to reflection. Reading is sometimes for information that I turn into conversation or teaching tools. Reflection turns reading into thoughtful understanding of how people operate, the needs of the world, how to see myself differently and how to redefine my understanding of God. Reflection takes time and silence to achieve. It takes processing thoughts through a template of integrated opinions that might need adjustment. In other words it means being open to promptings of the Spirit for new insight. 
[image: image3.png]AV





Relaxing and Recreation:  While these two may seem similar, they are not. Relaxing may be through recreation but most of the time it is not for me. I have a problem with competitiveness. Relaxing usually takes place through conversation with Chris or friends. Enjoyment of people is usually where relaxation takes place. By letting the mind and body relax it makes room for enjoyment. Recreation is about energy and fun. Recreation is about expectation and is rewarded through achievement. 

Romance:  While romance is related to our relationship with God—as the mystics tell us—it is mostly associated with our love interest—spouse or fiancé. Without romancing the one we love our life is out of balance. Taking time to attend to our love interest feeds us and creates a new understanding of ourselves and the one we love. This year I plan to romance Chris through attentiveness and readjusting priorities. Without making sacrifices for love, life is less interesting, and you as a    (continued p. 2) 
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Renewal of the Heart (continued from p. 1)
person are less interesting. Making Chris first in my life means that my plans are integrated into what I love. When we continue to do this our adjustments will not seem like sacrifices they will be the music that makes life sweet. 

Again, I ask, “What are you looking forward to this New Year?”  Renew the Heart!

Steve
November Financial Report

First Presbyterian Church of El Cajon
Income and Expense Summary -- General Fund

November 2009
   Income

            Month (November)
    Year to Date

                Receipts
                $36,810                   $378,161
   Expenses
            Month (November)       Year to Date


 Operations               $33,064                  $338,810


 Missions                    $2,956                     $38,055

 Total                        $36,020      
      $376,865
     Income Over (under)               $790                       $1,296
              Expenses

Greeters for January


Ginny Wisley has the responsibility of arranging for greeters each Sunday.  If you have not been called but are willing to serve the church in this capacity, contact Ginny at 337-6444.  The January greeters will be:

 January 3     Bob Bradshaw and Sharmel McCarthy
                      Beverly Whited and Elsie Hooper
 January 10   Charlie and Cassie Palm   
                      Bill Martin and Alisa Alonzo
 January 17   Mike and Judy Farrar
                      Becky O’Connor, Jessica & Ashley 
         Jensen
 January 24   Becky Robertson & Eunice-Hoody Smith
                      Marge Lane and Ginny Wisley
January 31   The Venture Crew

2010 Pledging Commitment

Pledge Cards:
We have not received pledges from about 30 family units who pledged in 2009   The Session is in the process of making a budget for 2010 and needs an accurate assessment of the funds available in the coming year in order to plan.  Please turn in your pledge cards or contact Karen King in the church office  regarding your pledged commitment for 2010.  Thank you.  


Contribution envelopes are available in the church narthex.  Please pick them up if you have not already done so, or notify the office if you prefer to have them mailed.  

On-going food pantry needs

Even though Christmas has passed, the needs of the community don’t go away with wrappings of the holiday.  Please continue to remember the Bethlehem Food Pantry with donations of the following basics:
· Canned tuna, beef or chicken

· Mac ‘n cheese

· Peanut butter

· Jelly

· Beans

· Rice

· Spaghetti and spaghetti sauce

· Chili

· Soups of all kinds

· Boxed cereals

· Crackers

· Potatoes

· Diapers in all sizes (newborn up)

Thanks for your on-going support! As a congregation you have done an awesome job!
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a true blessing…

On December 20, 2009, the Chancel Choir, bell choirs, and children’s choir led the congregation in a special service of worship.  Approximately 290 members and guests joined us for this special occasion.  We trust that all those in attendance were blessed as we were by this inspiring morning.  There are some special individuals, however, who need to be thanked.  In planning it was determined that the cantata would be in the format of nine lessons and nine carols.  So the lessons needed to be thematically presented in a manner that would be meaningful for the congregation.  Church member, Kristen Kotz, a gifted crafter, was asked to create five beautiful banners to symbolize five of the lessons.  The other part of the equation was complete when our faithful PowerPoint artist and graphics master, Brooke Palm, completed the lessons with the remaining four. 

Once the visuals were complete, we added  gifted narrators, Becky Hurt, Mike Has Ellison, Amanda Macha, Rick Wisley, Mike French, Diana Macha, Sharon Claar, Avis Kearney, Ann Has-Ellison, Joel Gossett, and Pastor Steve Locke, and the puzzle was almost complete.  Thanks also to John Fischer and Gran Clark for their efforts in sound production, Jon Claar for lighting, and Mike French for creating banner poles and fittings.   The cantata was ready to go.

Our accompanist, Carol Cunningham, outdid herself in preparing for the lengthy work.  Carol Anne Brigette-Chan and husband Stephen Chan were our superb guest soloists. Five youth – Jocelyn Fischer, John Fischer, Madison Lorentzen, Rachel Hopwood, and Alex Kotz acted as banner bearers. The music from the choir and the bells was inspiring.  From beginning to end, we were all uplifted with the color, the beauty, the miracle of Christmas.
Thanks to all!
Become a FPCEC  Music Patron

   Our Music Patrons’ Program was established by the Chancel Choir Board in 2006.  Through the kind gifts of donors, the First Presbyterian Church has sponsored musical events for the community such as the Fred Benedetti guitar concert March 1 of last year, the Maundy Thursday cantata, Once Upon a Tree, and the San Diego Harmony Ringers Concert October 25th.  


Our most recent event was the most successful cantata held in church on December 20th. If you would like to support the Music Patrons’ Program of our church, using a pew envelope, include your information, and place your gift in the Sunday offering.  We thank all of our patrons for their support.
Thanks, 
Worship Team!
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It was brought to our attention recently that there are some talented, singing (but too often unsung) heroes in our church -- namely our Worship Team. We would like to thank leader, Erik Lingren, for his superb talent as a guitarist and musician and his expertise in working with the other singers and musicians in the group.  Regular Worship Team members include Joel Gossett, Mari Piper, Rick Wisley, Avis Kearney, Ronald Harris, and Larry Redfield.  Occasionally the group is joined by Travis Farnham and also Billy Piper. The weekly faithfulness of the team is apparent and we are grateful! 
Worship involvement at our church


In our church there are many opportunities for you to be involved as a leader in church worship.  We have two adult bell choirs, the Chancel Choir (vocal choir), and the Worship Team, all of whom would be happy to hear from you if you have entertained ideas of participating.


If singing or ringing isn’t your thing, but you don’t mind speaking in front of a crowd, you might contact Mo Rodriguez who is responsible for finding lay leaders to present the invitation for the offering each week. If being up in front of the sanctuary is not for you, consider ushering or a greeting on a Sunday morning.  We want you to be involved if indeed that is something you would like to do.  Just let us know.
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Wells Park Homeless Outreach 
comes to an end


We had our last outreach to the homeless in Wells Park this past month.  It was a bittersweet experience.  Over the years we have served hundreds of meals, passed out numerous amounts of clothing and toiletries to those in need.  Once again I’d like to thank the faithful members of our congregation for their participation and for their words of encouragement and support over time.  To our team of volunteers, again our thanks.  You have been tireless and loving in your efforts.  And now we move to new phases in our mission efforts.


With regard to the collection of blankets and sweatshirts for the homeless, they were gratefully received and will go a long way in making many in our community much warmer and more comfortable in the coming colder days and nights.
Mentoring volunteers sought

As reported in previous issues of the Circle News, the Missions Committee is supporting mentoring efforts in local schools.  They are particularly looking for retired men in the church to mentor children at Chase Avenue Elementary School for a couple of hours each day.  If you could help in this effort, please contact Mission Committee chairman Bob Collins.
Thank you!  Thank you! And a MOM update…


Thank you to all those who so generously gave to the toy drive for the military families this Christmas.  The toys, checks and gift cards brought smiles to lots of families.
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Are you a golf enthusiast?



M.O.M will once again have tickets to the Torrey Pines Golf tournament in February.  They will be $17.00 per ticket which is be a big discount over other venues.   Of that amount, $16.00 will go directly to M.O.M.   More info will follow.  See Irene Lohr or call 444-4210.
In these economic times, we suggest an easy way to help

            SCRIP for retail stores is dedicated to the Building Fund, while use of grocery club cards through local grocery chains goes directly to the mission programs we support.  Naturally then both are easy ways to support church programs without additional money out of your pocket.  We all buy groceries, and using your club cards ensures you pay the lowest prices. Registering your card with our church means a portion of every dollar you spend comes back to our account to be applied directly to the mission programs we support.  In 2009 the church received over $2000 from the three major stores.
Is your grocery store card registered to ensure our church receives credit for your purchases?  If your card is not registered, our Missions Committee is not receiving benefits from your purchases.  

Please record your card number below, and we will ensure your card is properly registered.  Cut out and give the completed form to the church office, Mike Farrar at the SCRIP table, or to Shelby Miller who completes the registration process for us. 

Name____________________________________

	Store Name
	Card 
	Registered

	
	Number
	 Yes    No     

	          Albertsons
	
	
	

	           Ralphs
	
	
	

	           Vons
	
	
	



If you are not already involved, you may ask at the SCRIP table after church.    Thank you for considering helping in this way.
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Kidz Klub plans for new year

Our Kidz Klub children presented the Christmas musical, The First Leon, a play within a play, directed by Kids Choir leader, Jan Lorentzen.  Joel Gossett performed as the director in the play. Leon (Billy Hopwood) was an understudy who stepped out of the script to offer Mary and Joseph his room at the inn - an inspirational message amidst the fun! We'd like to thank Jon Claar, one of our Kidz Klub parents, for help with lighting.
Kidz Klub will resume on January 6th.   Our next big event will be a concert on April 25.  Kidz Klub is a mid-week program for children 4 years old through fifth grade held on Wednesdays from 4:00 to 6:30 PM.  The emphasis is on music, but we have games, crafts, Bible study and dinner, too.  Our teachers rotate in and out of the program so that we can allow more adults to participate.  If you are interested in sharing your talents with our kids, just contact Judy Farrar (619-444-6343), and she’ll put you to work!

Sunday School aka Kids Quest
Kids Quest is our Sunday School program for kids 4 years old through fifth grade taught in a rotation style.  The kids are usually divided age-wise into three groups.  In a typical month the first Sunday is an assembly with all children together to introduce that month’s lesson.  Then the next three Sundays we split into our groups with three different activities.  Each teacher facilitates the same activity for three weeks, but has a different group of kids each week.  In this way the kids are learning about the same lesson in three different ways.  

For the month of January we will be having the following activities:  Avis Kearney – reader’s theater; Wanda Feldner – arts and crafts; Jennene Lehmann – Bible lessons – all with the theme of The Lord’s Prayer.  The kids get some great hands-on activities and lessons, and the adults get to use their talents and skills with our children.  It has worked very well!  So, if you want to be a part of teaching in our Kids Quest program, please contact Cindy Graham (619-334-0929).  You will be provided with the materials you need to be successful in working with the children and assistance is nearby if you have questions or concerns.  

Pixie Gift Shop 

still in need of a store manager

(This same appeal was in last year’s January newsletter!)  


Once again our Pixie Gift Shop was a popular shopping destination for our Kidz Klub children who, even in a difficult economy, found some fantastic bargains to wrap up and put under the tree for members of their families.
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Looking ahead to next year, Becky Hurt continues to be searching for that special someone who wants to help the church in some special way.  In that case taking on the Pixie Store managerial job by yourself or with a friend might just be up your alley.  The commitment is short term.  You would not need to collect items for the store.  You would simply need to set up the store during the last week of Kidz Klub before winter break in 2010 and monitor the store when the children come to shop.  Note, however, that when the children come shopping you will have the support and help of the Kidz Klub teachers and youth group members.  Once shopping is done, you would box up remaining items for next year.


If you think this is a way you could help,contact Becky Hurt in the church office.  

Adult Education

There will be no Wednesday night adult class in January.  The Thursday morning 10:00 AM class will be on the effect of Greek history, philosophy and culture on Christianity.  As we move into the new year, Sunday classes will continue with “Meet the Staff.”  January 3rd is the date to meet Steve Locke.


Adult Education classes generally meet in Bailey Hall and are well-attended.  The atmosphere is relaxed and the discussion thought-provoking and spirited.  If you have not attended classes in the past consider it.  Simply take time to get coffee and a snack at the refreshment table after church and come on back!

Toddler Class


Children aged two and three are invited to join our Toddler Class taught by Olga Stolzer. Little ones may be dropped off in the church nursery and picked up in Richardson Hall. Child care is combined with age appropriate Bible lessons. 
Circle Preschool                 Our children are our joy for today and hope for tomorrow.                     6
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Songs to sing together…

                          
     Frosty the Snowman 
          Frosty the Snowman was a jolly happy soul



With a corncob pipe and a button nose and two eyes made out of coal.



Frosty the Snowman is a fairytale they say.



He was made of snow, but the children know how he came to life one day.



There must have been some magic in that old silk hat they found



For when they placed it on his head he began to dance around.



Oh, Frosty the Snowman was alive as he could be

 

And the children say he could laugh and play just the same as you and me.



Frosty the Snowman knew the sun was hot that day,



So he said let's run, and we'll have some fun now before I melt away.



Down to the village with a broomstick in his hand



Running here and there all around the square saying, “Catch me if you can!”



He led them down the streets of town right to the traffic cop,



And he only paused a moment when he heard him holler, “Stop!”


Oh, Frosty the Snowman had to hurry on his way,



But he waved goodbye saying don't you cry; I’ll be back again some day.




Thumpety thump thump. Thumpety thump thump. 



Look at Frosty go.



Thumpety thump thump. Thumpety thump thump. 



Over the hills of snow.  

Preschool January themes


Happy New Year!  In rings the new year, with lots of fun new things to do at Circle Preschool. We come back in session January 4th for the 3 and 5- day children, January 7th for the 2-day children. Also, we remind you that there is no school January 18, Martin Luther King Jr. Day.


 We start the first week learning about winter weather and snowmen. The children love chopping at our frozen blocks of ice. Then on to “bear week.” A fun activity the children enjoy at this special time is our teddy bear picnic. Sea life comes next with our annual field trip to Sea World, which will be on Monday, January 25th.


Thank you to all who supported our See’s candy fundraiser! Thank you also to everyone who made it to our annual Christmas Sing.  The children performed outstandingly after all their hard work. Thanks to Becky Hurt and Jan Lorentzen for help with the backdrop.
As we all GO GREEN, remember:

[image: image11.wmf]       “Trash to Cash” provides our preschool an opportunity to earn cash for empty laser and ink jet cartridges found in printers, fax machines and desktop copiers in homes and businesses. You can support us all year long by donating used cartridges to our preschool.  They can be dropped off at the preschool or placed in our mailbox in the church office, and we’ll do the rest! Every empty cartridge we receive helps save the environment and helps make fund raising free and easy for everyone. Thanks for all of your on going support!

go green…go green…go green…go green…go green…go green
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Spiritually Speaking


Continuing our theme of talking to others about God, I encountered a book that emphasizes communicative behavior.  Life-Style Evangelism:  Crossing Traditional Boundaries to Reach the Unbelieving World by Joseph C. Aldrich reminds us that we are perpetually emitting messages not only in words, but also in mannerisms and deeds. Furthermore, we have choices about our “presenting style” as we progress on our “pilgrimage to beauty.”


Aldrich begins with a difficult question for our times:  How is it that Christians evaluate one another’s secular practices as “real” Christian conduct (or not)?   He challenges us to assess our own assumptions about Christian conduct—are they Biblically based or culturally induced?  He demonstrates that we have to set aside our notions of what is suitable in order to associate with those who have a different orientation, just as Jesus did.


This book is both theoretical and practical.  For those who want to know what motivates people to change, the book includes psychological principles such as Abraham Maslow’s Hierarchy of Needs.  For those who want to understand why messages have to be adapted to specific individuals (no “one size fits all” messages!), Aldrich carefully analyzes the orientations of unbelievers in our culture, pointing out the critical differences of which we must be aware.  For those who want a step-by-step method to approach someone about spiritual matters, there is a thorough agenda with well-developed ideas:  (1) Visualize the neighborhood readiness for Christ; (2) Make an initial acquaintance; (3) Establish a growing relationship; (4) Extend an invitation to your home; (5) Cultivate common interests; (6) Make holidays count; (7) Be available for the hurting; (8) Become a giver of books (my favorite!); (9) Find an appropriate harvest vehicle (our special events, perhaps); and, (10) Plant seeds for salvation. The last chapter guides us in creating our personal messages of evangelism.


What I appreciate most about Aldrich’s approach is its pace—systematic, but not rushed.  He understands that spiritual awakening is a process and just “getting someone to come to church” is not the true objective.  I also respect his open-mindedness.  Although he seems conservative in outlook, he is not at all judgmental—a good role model for us as we move about in the world.  Finally, although this may have not been his intent, he is training us to love.  By the actions embedded in each step above, we cannot help but come to love our neighbor.  And the manifestation of love is how people will know we are Christians.


Do you have a question about Outreach?  Do you have a story to tell?  Email Susan Jarboe at scj123@cox.net or leave a note in her mailbox.
[image: image12.wmf]We are a praying church


We are a loving church family, and we want to pray for each other and ask for God’s will and blessing in any and all circumstances.  There are many opportunities available within our church to pray and be prayed for.  Please note in the next column, the major ways to participate (and you may think of others). 

Prayer at work
(Prayer request opportunities)

·    Pew prayer cards - Fill out a pew prayer card and drop it in the collection plate, or leave it at the church office window.

·   Special group prayers - Ask for prayers in any of our special groups (ladies circles, Bible study groups, Deacons, Session, committees, choirs, etc.)

·   Prayer Chain - (This is for members of our congregation and their immediate families.)  Ask to be put on the Prayer Chain by calling the church office (619) 442-2583.

·   Church staff prayers - Call the church office and relay any prayer request.  (PLEASE, let us know if you are ill or hospitalized.!)  The church staff will honor your confidentiality if you wish, and will pray for you.

·   Open prayer time in church – From time to time there is an open prayer time during worship when anyone can intercede for others by mentioning the names of those needing to be lifted up in prayer.  Open prayer when offered is on communion Sundays (the 1st Sunday of each month).
·   Centering Prayer groups - Centering Prayer groups offer opportunities for you to learn how to seek unity with God through silent prayer:  “Be still, and know that I am God.” (Psalms 46:10)  You may join one of our two Centering Prayer groups on Tuesday afternoons at 4:00 PM or Saturday mornings at 9:00AM in the back of Westminster Hall.        
Our Church Family   Celebrating together supporting each other, and sharing the joy of God’s love.      _8

 Celebration of the Arts an unqualified success
       
Thanks to the creative idea of our own Rev. Dick Adams, beginning on November 22, through December 13, 2009, the congregation and church friends enjoyed learning about, viewing, and experiencing the artistic gifts of our fellow members.  Early in the fall, Dick assembled a committee consisting of himself, Pastor Steve, Mike French, Hilda Erreca, Carol Cunningham, Elsimae Cleeton, and Jan Lorentzen to plan and carry out this special celebration.  An art display was planned and executed in Bailey Hall spanning several weeks.  Display items were collected and once the “ball got rolling” the contributions to the event were numerous and varied.  

Not only was visual art displayed but written pieces of prose, poetry, and drama were made available for reading or utilized in Sunday morning worship.  In Adult Education classes following worship, information was offered and displays were open for viewing. 

On December 6, the focus was on the musical arts and Carol Cunningham presented an overview of the history of music in worship.  Together with Worship Team leader Erik Lingren, Carol presented to a full “choir loft” of people facts, history, nuances of change and growth that have marked the development of what we experience today in church music. 


On December 13, the Jubilate Deo dancers under the leadership of Leslie Lingren with Audrey Hermann, Beatrice Martino, Mariel Nelson, and Sidney Browne, presented a beautiful rendition of Leslie’s choreography to the plaintive carol, “In the Bleak Midwinter.”  They were accompanied by Erik Lingren on vocal and guitar.  What a beautiful finish to the celebration.


We thank all – committee members and artists -- for their contributions to this fantastically meaningful and uplifting event. In Dick’s words, it happened by the grace of God and through HIs gifts that we were able to share our creativity.
Upcoming Events
Christian Cruisers – SAVE THE DATE!!


The Annual Planning Meeting is coming.  Please circle Friday night, January 15, 2010, on your calendars and plan to join the gang at Richardson Hall for a catered buffet by Nancy Copley, our favorite caterer.  The evening will convene at 5:30  PM with dinner following at 6:00 PM. This will be our ALL-IMPORTANT MEETING TO PLAN FOR 2010.  Start thinking of things we can do,…places we can go as a group…interesting speakers…etc.  We need ideas…ideas….and more ideas!!!  Everyone is welcome.  More details to follow.
Priscilla Circle – Meeting in January

Priscilla Circle meets Jan. 13th at 7:00 PM in Westminister Hall. We will be studying Chapter Three of A Woman after God's Own Heart. 

Thank you to the ladies who donated to our adopted family and brought in warm clothing for the homeless. We hope that all had a wonderful holiday and will have a great New Year.
Happy January Birthday!
1      Sandra Nordahl 

      2
Denise Lemler

      3  
Julia Ryder

      4
Justin Locke

      5     
Diane French 


Rebecca O’Connor
      6
Richard Bain

 Dick Dupree

      8
 Harold Stier

      9 
 Olga Fisher

     11    Jennifer Maki

             Barbara Tighe

     12    Bruce Nordahl

             James Zopfi

     14    Katie Guest

15    Dick Adams

Mari Piper

Patricia Welsh

 18    Lisa Davis

        Bob Lebduska

        Winnie VanMourik

19  Dale Curtis

 Steve Kurtz

 Linda Watrous

20  Nathan Locke

 Carlotta Nordahl

 Butch Spieth

21 
Larkin DeHart


Carl Whited

22  Gloria Hane

23  Janice Fischer

 Janna Laughon

27  Bill Urban

29   Avis Kearney

  Ellie Wilson

31   Lori Gossett

              Lena Ruiz
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Happy January Anniversary!

23   Bob and Sue Jordan

31   Bond & Andrea McCowan
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         A day to celebrate!
          Congratulations, Dale and Lisa!


The 27th of December 2009 was perhaps the most joyful, upbeat Sunday morning following Christmas that I can recall.  The worship service was meaningful, the music inspiring, but more importantly, a palpitate sense of anticipation filled the air.  Most of us were anxiously awaiting what was to follow church.  It was the wedding of our friends and special members Dale Maxwell and Lisa Davis – and everyone was invited!  Yes, after about a 25 minutes coffee and snack break, members and friends returned to the sanctuary for the special event.  


 The deep crimson poinsettias still festooned the front of the sanctuary, the towering Christmas tree remained brightly lit, and lovely bouquets of white and red flowers completed the vibrant picture.   As the special service began, Erik Lingren and Mari Piper provided guitar and vocal music as the wedding party entered.  But for the bride, the music shifted to the traditional wedding march played on the organ by the bride’s aunt, our own Carol Cunningham.  Pastor Steve’s words of advice to the couple made us all smile and nod, and when Mr. and Mrs. Dale Maxwell were at last introduced to those assembled at the end of the ceremony, applause erupted, and the jubilant crowd made its way to the lavish and ample potluck smorgasbord that awaited us in Richardson Hall.  


I think I speak for all of us when I say, “Thank you, Lisa and Dale, for letting us be a part of this wonderful occasion.  May God truly bless your life together.   Congratulations and best wishes!”
Remembering two members

Armel Gail Higgins:  Church member Armel Higgins passed away November 21, 2009, at the age of 92. Armel was born in Wadsworth, Ohio, on March 30, 1917. She graduated from Ohio University where she studied Cost Accounting. She worked as an Auto Underwriter for Continental Insurance Companies for over 25 years. After retirement, she moved to El Cajon, California, and pursued her love of travel, church and family. 

Although Armel lived by herself most of her life, she was always surrounded by friends. She was loved for her sunny outlook on life and desire to help others. She will be missed by her church family and many friends,  Services for Armel were held in Bailey Hall on December 11.

Jeanne Elizabeth Thacher:  Longtime member, Jeanne Thacher passed away on December 11, 2009.  Jeanne, who was 88 at the time of her death, was born in Maryland on November 5, 1921, but she had been an East County resident for over 64 years.   With her husband she owned an egg ranch in the area as early as 1945.  Also, at one time Jeanne had worked at the San Diego County Courthouse.  She was very involved in the local community as a member of the El Cajon Historical Society, the Living History Project, and many East County charities.  


Jeanne had three sons, three granddaughters and three great grandchildren.  She was indeed a leader in our community who will be missed.  Services were held at our church on December 18.  We extend our sympathy to Jeanne’s family.
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